
A “tourist guide” to the “Tour of Cheshire”

Note: These notes do not form part of the official route instructions!

The Tour of Cheshire this year takes you not only around western Cheshire but also a bit of north Shropshire.  Particularly for those competitors and marshals from other parts of the country, we hope this ‘tourist guide’ will add to your enjoyment of your visit to this part of the world – whether you read it before the event to see where you should be going or afterwards to see what you should have seen!  

Our HQ for the second year is the Wild Boar Hotel near Beeston.  This elegant Tudor-styled building with its manicured lawns is a stunning sight.  The building was built by John Naylor, one of the Naylor brothers famous for the first recorded walk in 1871 from Land’s End to John O’Groats – a rallying LeJog connection!  It was once a girls’ boarding school.  The nearby village of Beeston is famous for Beeston Castle which you will see on the skyline and also on some regularities.  The skyline includes the two castles of Beeston and Peckforton and some of the views are spectacular as they are dramatically sited on the sandstone ridge. The thirteenth century ruin of Beeston Castle is located on a rocky summit 500ft above the Cheshire plain with views of the Pennines in the east and the Welsh mountains in the west.  The visible fortifications date from 1225 when a castle was built on Beeston crag by Ranulf de Blundeville (1170-1232), the sixth Earl of Chester, based on new castle-building methods he had gleaned from his travels in the Middle East during the Crusades. Beeston Castle's design was very innovative. For the first time a castle's strength did not centre on its keep, as Beeston has none, but on its imposing wall towers and powerful gatehouses.  Beeston Castle is managed by English Heritage.  Peckforton Castle in contrast was built between 1844 and 1851 as a private home in the style of a 12th Century castle and is nowadays available for weddings and functions.

Scrutineering, lunch and some Tests are at Beeston Auction Market on the A49, where agricultural and livestock auctions are held.  Also nearby is a picturesque section of the Shropshire Union Canal.  

The first regularity takes you past Oulton Park race circuit – you might even be able to hear cars or bikes at Island Bend or Shell Oils Corner (unfortunately we cannot afford to re-run the tests we had in 2004 on the rally training tracks) - and on past the fringes of Northwich (famous for the Anderton Lift and its salt industry).  Northwich also hosts the Thundersport motorcycle event in May which is believed to be the world’s biggest bike street party.

On the transport section on the Northwich by-pass watch out for the speed camera on a 70mph stretch (unusual) and soon after at some traffic lights you should wind down the windows and enjoy the aroma of fresh baking from Roberts Bakery on the right!  You might see the lines of loaves on conveyors as you pass.  The next regularity starts adjacent to the Cheshire Showground where the Cheshire Show is held in June – a major agricultural show.  Further along the route you pass close to Arley Hall which is a family owned estate open to visitors and for corporate events, weddings and the like with a hall in Elizabethan style and some fine gardens.  Some rallies have held tests here (eg the Lombard Revival).  Soon you cross the M6 and enter an area of flatlands rather like the Fens – showing the variety of our Cheshire countryside.  We take coffee and a test at High Legh Garden Centre (website www.klondyke.co.uk).  Knutsford Motor Club hold a display of classic and competition cars here each year.

The next regularity starts near the old Stretton airfield (on your right) which was the Royal Naval Air Station HMS Blackcap from 1942 to 1958.  Later it was used as a test track by Shell.  A proposal to develop it as a motor sport venue was made in 2008 but met with local opposition.  On the next transport section you can take on fuel before crossing the Acton Swing Bridge (it’s rarely open so hopefully you won’t be delayed) over the River Weaver.

The next tests are in an old industrial site in Delamere Forest – where we had a forestry regularity on our first Tour of Cheshire in 2004.  Many recreational activities take place in the Forest under the Forestry Commission’s management.  We wend our way through the lanes to arrive back at Beeston for lunch.

Suitably fortified, you are ready to tackle more sections taking you to the Bolesworth Estate.  The next part of the route through Bolesworth Castle and the tests at Chowley Oak business park are all part of the Bolesworth Estate.  The Estate is a traditional country estate that has thrived since 1856 and now offers unrivalled opportunities for businesses wanting to escape the hustle and bustle of city life and enjoy all the benefits of a rural setting with all the convenience of a thriving business community.  The Castle is home to the Barbour family and was modernised in 1919 by the architect Clough Williams-Ellis, famous for his work at Portmerion.  We thank the estate management for their enthusiastic support for our event over several years.  See www.bolesworth.co.uk for more information on their services.

The following regularity takes you into Shropshire and to Whitchurch, a bustling market town, and you soon cross yet another canal, the Llangollen this time.  Whitchurch is renowned for Joyce’s tower clocks – claimed to be the oldest clock makers in the world, founded in 1690.

Distant views in this area are good on a fine day – to the hills of Esclusham Mountain beyond Wrexham where rally drivers have long enjoyed the ‘World’s End’ road.  We return to Cheshire for a test at a new venue near Malpas.  The name Malpas is from the French for ‘bad passage’ – hopefully not a bad omen for rallyists – our route does not pass through the town!  Malpas is a former market town with a long history as it was mentioned in the Domesday book in 1086. 

The last regularity passes the rear entrance to Cholmondeley Castle which we have used for sections in previous years and is the venue of the growing and successful ‘Pageant of Power’ – informally known as the ‘Goodwood of the North’.    

So now back to Beeston for the final Tests and the finish, entertainments and awards at the Wild Boar.

How observant were you?  Did you notice the Cheshire railings and cobweb windows?  You should have seen many examples of ‘Cheshire railings’ which are the white and black iron fencings at road junctions and bends which have been a unique and distinctive feature of Cheshire’s roads since 1929.  They were designed with their curved tops to retain livestock and even have a specification for their correct painting – they should be white with every fifth vertical post black and the bottom two horizontal bars also black.  A feature of Cheshire country houses is ‘cobweb windows’ – distinctive white wooden patterned window coverings and you should have seen many examples.

We hope you have enjoyed your ‘Tour of Cheshire’ and a bit of an adjacent county and may return another time, perhaps without the pressures of a rally time schedule.  
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